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              Minutes of Meeting 

        Thursday, February 20, 2025 

         Bar 355 and Scott’s Seafood 

 

Call to Assemble 

It was time to meet.  DUH PREZ, serving 
as temporary PoV, summoned us together: 

 

Gentlemen, this is your PREZ speaking.  
We are scheduled for another amazing 
evening of stimulating conversation and 
enjoyable camaraderie ship on Thursday 
Feb 20.  I know you can all make it, 
because it has been scheduled by our very 
efficient Comm Czar, Geoffrey 
Noakes. Now as to details to which he has 
assigned me: 
 
First of all, since I have selected an 
Oakland venue (maybe our second time in 
20 years?), I suggest that I Uber over to 
Geoff's house, and Dale picks up the two 
of us. He will be the only sober one of us 
on the way home.  
 
This venue is with due respect for our 
Agenda Meister, an Oakland resident, who 
always has to travel across the bridge to 
see us. 
 
 
 

Schedule:   

530 arrival at Bar 355 
355  19th Street , Oakland, CA 
 
The home port of the one and only Eddie 
Muller of TCM fame and the Film Noir 
festival. You will recognize it from Eddie's 
Introductions to each Film Noir movie that 
you must be watching on Saturday nights 
around 9 PM. From there, he gives his 
behind-the-scenes explanation of the film 
to be exhibited.    
 
Our bird will festoon the Bar.  We will ring 
the meeting to order for our Archivist of All 
Knowledge, Dale Fehringer, to document. 
 
630 depart for dinner, either drive one car, 
or Uber and leave cars at 355. There is a 
parking garage a block from Scott's 
Seafood 
 
645 to 700 arrive for dinner at Scott's 
Seafood at Jack London Square, 2 
Broadway, Oakland CA -- not much 
history, but darn good seafood. 
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Da Burd 

Da Burd made the trip to the East Bay with 
us, but it did not make an appearance at the 
bar, or at dinner.  It’s possible that: (a) it 
appears only at San Francisco meetings, or 
(b) DUH PREZ forgot to bring it out.   
 
Call to Order 

  
 

We were at Bar 355, the location where 
Eddie Mueller hosts the Film Noir movie 
introduction for TCM on Saturday nights.  
It’s a special place that’s well adorned, but it 
looks larger and more ornate on TV.  We 
could sense Eddie’s presence, and the cute 
young bartender said Eddie is not only a 
nice guy, he’s also her neighbor.  And she 
flirted with ListMan when they found out she 
lives next to where he grew up.   

The glasses the cute, young bartender 
served our beverages in were not the 
traditional shape of a martini glass; they 
were instead cordial glasses.  “They’re 
actually better for us,” Da Prez declared, 
“We’re less likely to spill.”  He tapped his 
glass against that of ListMan as a signal to 
start the meeting, which was called to order 
at 6:39 pm.  

“Hey, these are good martinis,” Duh PREZ 
announced.  
 
Redwood Tree House 

The mind of DUH PREZ was on his Wine 
Country/Mountain home, the “Redwood 
Tree House”.  It had been threatened 
recently by heavy rainstorms and the river 
next to it had risen near the house.  He was 
spared a flood, but the storms left a foot and 
of mud and silt on the nearby road and two 

inches of silt in his garden.   But now all is 
well, and he has resumed his nightly ritual 
in his hot tub. 
 
SF Giants 

 
 
Spring training has begun, and our hearts 
are once again aquiver with eternal 
optimism about the Giants.  “The best we 
can hope for is that they will win a few 
games more than last year,” one of us 
opined.  There were nods of agreement.  
For the record, we stated: (1) our opinion 
of the players who we believe most need to 
perform well this year, and (2) our guess of 
the Giants final win/loss record:   
 
ListMan 

(1) Jung Hoo Lee and Heliot Ramos, 
(2) 80-82 

 
Da Czar 

(1) Logan Webb, Matt Chapman, and 
Buster Posey, (2) 80-82 

 
Notes 

(1) Logan Webb, Lamont Wade, and 
Tyler Fitzgerald, (2) 86-76 

 
DUH PREZ 

(1) the new shortstop and the new 
pitcher, (2) 86-76 
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Scotts Seafood 

 
 
We ambled out of Bar 355, retrieved our 
cars, drove to historic Jack London Square, 
and reassembled at Scott’s Seafood.  As 
DUH PREZ stated, it has “not much history, 
but darn good seafood.”  It also had great 
views, and we were seated at a table next 
to the windows, where we enjoyed the view 
of the harbor. 
 
Windows 10 

Da Czar walked us through the options for 
using Windows 10 after Microsoft dis-
continues free support for it this October.  
His suggested options were to: (a) pay $30 
per month for support, or (b) upgrade to 
Windows 11 (for free). 

Photos 

“What does everyone do with the photos on 
their phones?” Listman wanted to know.  
The answer for most of us is nothing – 
instead let them accumulate and take up 
space.  Da Czar suggested that he 
downloads his to a storage device at some 
point, and we all agreed that is a good idea.  
“Next subject,” someone urged.     

T-Mobile Add-ons 

Listman wanted to know what options there 
are for service performance issues with T-
Mobile, which some of us experience.  Da 
Czar recommended a piece of hardware (T-
Mobile’s 4G LTE CellSpot) that could be 
added to gain better coverage, and he even 
supplied a brochure for it.  Notes gratefully 
accepted the brochure and advice and have 
since ordered it. 

   

SNL 50th Anniversary Show 

 

 

Those of us who watched the 50th 
anniversary show of “Saturday Night Live” 
agreed that: (a) it was good, and: (b) SNL 
has had a big influence on our culture, 
brought awareness to larger political 
issues, and shaped our language and even 
conversations. (Someone was heard to 
mumble:  “Wow!  50 years!”)   

Gray Eagle vs Drakesbad 

The DHSOS is scheduled to convene with 
families and friends this August at Gray 
Eagle, the substitute for our long-time 
stays at Drakesbad Guest Ranch.  Da Czar 
described a conversation with a couple 
who have a weekend cabin on the road 
from Chester to Drakesbad.  They 
described the state of repairs (including the 
pool, which they said was filled with rocks).  
That was followed by a discussion of the 
pros and cons of staying at Drakesbad 
versus Gray Eagle.   
 
Drakesbad, we agreed, has more hiking 
trails that our whole group can do, while we 
have yet to discover those at Gray Eagle.  
Gray Eagle, on the other hand, has better 
lodging, better food, and a more desirable 
dining room.  It’s also more expensive 
(although we don’t yet know what 
Drakesbad will charge when it reopens.    
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Restaurant Review  
 
As DUH PREZ stated, Scott’s Seafood has 
“not much history, but darn good seafood”.  
That proved to be the case, and the harbor 
views were a bonus, the server was efficient 
and friendly, the piano music created a nice 
atmosphere, and DUH PREZ found the Irish 
coffees to be surprisingly good.  All-in-all, 
the restaurant merits a DHSOS thumbs-up.     
 

 
 
Next Meeting 

Da Czar has scheduled the next gathering 
of the DHSOS to take place Thursday, May 
1, 2025.  Notes will be the temporary PoV.    
 
Into the Night   

We were at the end of our agenda and our 
wine and coffee had been consumed.  It 
was time to make our way home.  DUH 
PREZ collected money, counted it, 
shoveled it to our server, and we stood up 
to leave.  On our way out, we gave 
generous tips to the pianist, who had 
played a non-stop string of appropriate 
songs throughout the night.  We shuffled 
out into the brisk, East Bay air, issued a 
round of manly fist bumps, said our good-
nights, and headed to our various autos.  
As DUH PREZ put it: “Another fine event in 
the record books!” 

 

That’s it for now, man.  

 

 


