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Dashiell Hammett Society of Studs (DHSOS) 
San Francisco International Headquarters 

Officers 

President (DUH PREZ)  Bill D_________ 
Communications Czar (Czar)  Geoff Noakes 
Procurer of Venues (PoV)  Lee Tyree 
AgendaMeister (ListMan)  Ken Monk 
Archivist of Knowledge (Notes) Dale Fehringer 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

The Pub at Ghirardelli Square /McCormick and Kuleto’s/ The Buena Vista Cafe 

        Thursday July 23, 2010 

 

The DHSOS Returns to the Wharf 

“It has been three years since we have 
been to Fisherman’s Wharf, one of the epic 
communities in our beloved San Francisco.  
It is time to return.” 

 

With those rousing words the Procurer of 
Venues summoned the DHSOS back to 
Fisherman’s Wharf for libations, dinner, and 
Irish coffee.  The PoV’s research verified 
that most restaurants on the waterfront are 
tourist traps with unreasonable prices, marginal 
food, and no round tables or good bars.   

 

 
 
But the PoV managed to find a decent bar, 
a good restaurant with a round table (and 
fantastic views), and the best Irish coffee in 
the world.  He’s a man of many talents! 

 

All DHSOS officers were in attendance.  Da 
Burd had the night off. 

 

 

 

Tuning Up at The Pub 

 

Our first stop was at The Pub in Ghirardelli 
Square.  The Pub is a manly bar with high 
stools, sports on TV, and a bartender who 
offers strong drinks and meaningful 
commentary.  This night he shared his 
opinion of vodkas.  His favorite is Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka from Austin, Texas, 
which he claims scored highest in a recent 
tasting test.  He also likes Ketel One but 
doesn’t like Hangar One, which he said 
tastes like it was made with new 
equipment. 

 “Kids pay $12 for Sky or Gray Goose,” he 
told us.  “They tend to spend their money 
on stupid f***ing things.  I’m not going to 
spend my money to get a hangover.” 

The PoV entertained us with stories of his 
recent high school reunion in Mayview, 
Missouri (which he did not attend).  After 
the reunion the PoV called his brother, 
George, (who did attend) and asked him 
what he missed.  
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George gave the following report: 

“It was kind of fun!”    

“Marietta Figgenbom (Lee’s first 
girlfriend) was asking about you.”   

“The best looking woman was Lois 
Smutz, who is 77.” 

“Some of those people look like s**t.”  

 

McCormick and Kuleto’s 

Dinner was at 
McCormick and 
Kuleto’s, located in 
Ghirardelli Square.  
We were escorted 
to a large round 
table in a great 
corner spot to 
enjoy the gorgeous 
views and sunset.   

 

The history of McCormick & Schmick's 
Seafood Restaurants began when Bill 
McCormick purchased Jake's Famous 
Crawfish Restaurant in Portland, Oregon, 
and brought the 100-year-old landmark 
back to life.  

Part of the managerial talent McCormick 
tapped was Doug Schmick, a 
management trainee. The two formed a 
partnership in 1974, creating Traditional 
Concepts, a precursor to today's 
McCormick & Schmick's Seafood 
Restaurants. In 1979, they opened the 
original McCormick & Schmick's Seafood 
Restaurant in Portland, Oregon. Since 
that time, the company has expanded to 
more than 80 restaurants. 

"Establishing a restaurant and running it 
well requires the creative imagination and 
stamina that go into producing a 
Broadway play," says Doug Schmick. 
"Over the years, the hardest thing 
conceptually has been to change with the 
times and remain a force in the industry 

without straying from what has made 
this company so successful in the first 
place." 

“The food is OK but the view is great!” 

Les W, reviewing McCormick and Kuleto’s 
on Yelp 

Call to Order 

When we were comfortably settled DUH 
PREZ called the meeting to order.  The 
time was 7:11 PM. 

Future Dining Spots 

The PoV brought up the subject of where 
the DHSOS should dine in the future.  We 
reviewed our bylaws, debated several 
options, and made a decision.  The DHSOS, 
unlike our wives, is a decisive group.   

From now on, we will eat at restaurants 
that meet the following criteria: 

 The restaurant was in business when 
Dashiell Hammett was alive,  

or 

 Dashiell likely would have dined at the 
restaurant if it had been in business 
when he was alive,  

and 

 Our spouses would NEVER consider 
dining there. 

"Here's to plain speaking and clear 
understanding."  

-- Sam Spade's toast to the Fat Man, in 
Dashiell Hammett's The Maltese Falcon. 

 

Bill McCormick and Doug Schmick 
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Drakesbad Beverages 

The DHSOS is a diverse group with a 
multitude of responsibilities, one of which is 
to determine the drinks menu at Drakesbad.  
After careful consideration, we derived the 
following schedule for this year: 

Tuesday PoV Bourbon 

Wednesday Czar Rum 

Thursday 
DHSOS 
Offspring 

Beer/Cider 

Friday DUH PREZ Margaritas 

Saturday ListMan Gin 

All week Notes Wine  

 

The Czar’s New Job 

Symantec, the world’s largest maker of 
computer security software, recently agreed 
to buy VeriSign Inc.’s website authentication 
service unit for $1.28 billion.  Part of that 
acquisition included the Czar’s work unit 
and the Czar.  The acquisition will take 
place on August 6, and the Czar will 
become a Symantec employee that day – 
while on vacation.  He will have a new boss,  
and will continue to work in Mountain View.  
He is pleased with the change and looking 
forward to his new adventure.   

Miss K Preps for College 

It won’t be long until DHSOS daughter, Miss 
Katharine, heads off to college.  On 
Saturday, September 4 she will take her 
parents to Minnesota where they will meet 
her new roommate and attend orientation 
events before the parental units fly back to 
SF to begin their new lives as empty-
nesters.  Miss K will also begin a new and 
exciting life chapter. 

The PoV handed out a report from Forbes 
that listed America’s Best Colleges.  In this 
report, Miss K’s choice, Carlton College, 

ranked #23 in the nation, up there with 
such notable schools as University of 
Chicago, Vassar, Northwestern, and 
Columbia. 

Baseball Road trip 

ListMan raised the subject of a possible 
baseball road trip in the DHSOS’s future.  
The idea is to take a long weekend to 
watch the Giants play in a legendary 
ballpark in a “cool” city.  Possibilities 
discussed include Chicago, Boston, St 
Louis, Denver, etc.  Chavez Ravine was 
ruled out by ListMan as “not being historic 
enough”.  Because he brought up the idea, 
ListMan was assigned the task of fleshing 
it out. 

Baseball Jewelry 

ListMan is on top of things.  This time he 
noticed that more professional athletes are 
wearing titanium necklaces made by 
Phiten (www.phitenusa.com).  These 
necklaces supposedly provide energy, and 
they have attracted some notable athletes; 
including Tim Lincecum, Josh Beckett, 
Sergio Garcia, and Lleyton Hewitt. Here’s 
what the company has to say about their 
products: 

The piece of jewelry that pro baseball 
players most desire is a World Series ring. 
However, Torrance-based Phiten USA, the 
U.S. subsidiary of Japanese Phiten Co., 
makes a necklace that has become a 
trendy fashion accessory for athletes and 
fans alike. Phiten USA struck a licensing 
deal with Major League Baseball last year. 

Follow the Leader? 

ListMan also noticed that during a recent 
Giants game, 2-time Cy Young-award-
winning pitcher, Tim Lincecum, refused his 
jacket after hitting a single.  ListMan 
noticed that Giants pitchers Matt Cain and 
Barry Zito also refused their jackets 
following hits in subsequent games, and he 
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wondered if this is a trend, or if Giants 
pitchers are just playing “Follow the 
Leader.”     

Research has unearthed the real reason 
Lincecum refused the jacket -- he doesn’t 
have room in his apartment …  

After the Giants beat Pittsburgh on Sunday, 
a contingent of eight folks made the two-
hour trip from Cy Young’s hometown of 
Gilmore, Ohio, and presented Tim Lincecum 
with a commemorative denim and corduroy 
jacket, emblazoned with his name and the 
words “Cy Young Award winner.” 

 “It was cool,” Lincecum said. “It was a nice 
group of people.”  

For now, the jacket will go in storage, 
because Lincecum has nowhere to display 
the ton of trophies and awards he has won 
in his San Francisco apartment. 

 – SF Chronicle 

Uses of Facebook, Part II 

During a previous DHSOS meeting, the PoV 
announced that he had developed a 
Facebook homepage, but he had yet to find 
an advantage to using Facebook.  Now that 
more than 500 million people are on 
Facebook, the DHSOS explored possible 
uses of this new technology.   

Notes presented a theory he calls “Circles of 
Contacts,” which is visually described below.  
This theory says each of us has several 
groups (or circles) of friends, family, and 
associates.  The inner circles are closer, 
more frequent contacts, and most of us have 
established methods of communicating with 
those people.  The outer circles are people 
we contact less frequently, and he suggested 
that Facebook provides a convenient way to 
store information about and communicate 
with them.    

 

 

The PoV’s End of Life Survey 

The PoV surveyed the DHSOS in an 
attempt to determine what we believe to be 
the most serious threats to “life on earth” 
and “to the US.”   

Choices for “Threat to Life on earth” were: 

 Artificial intelligence 
 Asteroids  
 Global warming/climate change 
 HIV 
 Malaria 
 Water  
 
 
 
Choices for “Threat to the US” were: 

 Global warming/climate change 
 National debt 
 Natural disasters 
 Nuclear weapons 
 Terrorism 
 Water 
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So how did the DHSOS come out? 

Threat to Life on Earth 

Threat July ‘08 July ‘10 

Artificial 
intelligence 

6 3 

Asteroids 2 1 

Global 
warming/climate 
change 

3 4 

HIV 4 6 

Malaria 5 5 

Water 1 2 

Threat to the US 

Threat July ‘10 

Global 
warming/climate 
change 

6 

National debt 1 

Natural 
disasters 

3 

Nuclear war 2 

Terrorism 4 

Water 5 

Note:  DUH PREZ voted for “overpopulation” 
on both lists, and he refused to participate in 
the rank order process.  He may be on to 
something, as The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported there could be serious 
repercussions ahead as the earth heads 
toward a population of seven billion in 2011, 
including two major threats:  “Developing 
countries are adding over 80 million to the 
population each year and the poorest of 
those countries are adding 20 million -- 
exacerbating poverty and threatening the 
environment.” Also, “chronically low 
birthrates in developed countries are 
beginning to challenge the health and 
financial security of the elderly.” 

Is College Still Worth It? 

The PoV raised another interesting topic of 
conversation:   

“If a kid racks up thousands of dollars in 
college loans that must be paid back and 
gets a degree in art history, or journalism, 
or English lit; is the degree worth it?”   

This evoked quite a discussion, with pros 
and cons on both sides of the issue.     

As to the value of a college education, this 
came from the College Board:  “As the 
price of a college degree continues to rise, 
there is growing evidence that the 
monetary payoff isn't quite as big as often 
advertised. The best estimate now is that a 
college degree is worth about $300,000 in 
today's dollars. 

The price of a college education, compared 
to the CPI, has risen dramatically since 
1980. It has outpaced the housing bubble, 
and has many of the same characteristics. 

Public four-year colleges charge, on 
average, $7,020 per year in tuition and 
fees for students who live in their state  
(note:  tuition at California colleges has 
gone up dramatically the past couple of 
years, and can be quite a bit more than 
these averages).   

Private four-year colleges charge, on 
average, $26,273 per year for tuition and 
fees.  

Of course, that’s not the total price. You 
still have to live somewhere, eat, buy 
books and supplies, and do your laundry.  
So, if you figure the total cost is at least 
double the cost of tuition, a four-year in-
state public college would run at least 
$56,000, with private colleges costing 
around $208,000.  Is it still worth it?  

“Everything has its limit – iron ore cannot 
be educated into gold.” 

 --- Mark Twain 
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Irish Coffee at Buena Vista 

Our final stop of the evening was at the 
world-famous Buena Vista for Irish coffees.  
The joint was jumping and every table was 
full, but that was not a problem for the 
DHSOS.  DUH PREZ, an Irish coffee 
connoisseur, and having a great deal of 
first-hand knowledge of the Buena Vista, led 
us to a back room which had a vacant round 
table and a view.  It was a superb way to 
end a wonderful evening. 

THE IRISH COFFEE STORY 

The historic venture started on the night of 
November the 10th in 1952. Jack Koeppler, 
then-owner of the Buena Vista, challenged 
international travel writer Stanton Delaplane 
to help re-create a highly touted "Irish 
Coffee" served at Shannon Airport in 
Ireland. Intrigued, Stan Accepted Jack’s 
invitation, and the pair began to experiment 
immediately. 

 

Throughout the night the two of them stirred 
and sipped judiciously and eventually 
acknowledged two recurring problems. The 
taste was "not quite right," and the cream 
would not float. Stan’s hopes sank like the 
cream, but Jack was undaunted. The 
restaurateur pursued the elusive elixir with 
religious fervor, even making a pilgrimage 
overseas to Shannon Airport. 

Upon Jack’s return, the experimentation 
continued. Finally, the perfect-tasting Irish 
whiskey was selected. Then the problem of 
the bottom-bent cream was taken to San 
Francisco’s mayor, a prominent dairy 

owner. It was discovered that when the 
cream was aged for 48 hours and frothed 
to a precise consistency, it would float as 
delicately as a swan on the surface of 
Jack’s and Stan’s special nectar. 

Success was theirs! With the recipe now 
mastered, a sparkling clear, six-ounce, 
heat-treated goblet was chosen as a 
suitable chalice. 

Soon the fame of the Buena Vista’s Irish 
Coffee spread throughout the land. Today, 
it’s still the same delicious mixture, and it’s 
still the same clamorous, cosmopolitan 
Buena Vista. Both…delightful experiences. 

There was agreement that the BV’s Irish 
Coffees go down very smoothly. 

Adjournment 

It had been an enjoyable evening with an 
appropriate mix of fine food, good drink, 
and noble friends.   

We paid the check, issued hearty 
handshakes all around, and walked out 
into the foggy night air.   

That’s it for now, man. 

 

 


