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Dashiell Hammett Society of Studs (DHSOS) 
San Francisco International Headquarters 

Officers 

President (DUH PREZ)  Bill D_________ 
Communications Czar (Czar)  Geoff Noakes 
Procurer of Venues (PoV)  Lee Tyree 
AgendaMeister (ListMan)  Ken Monk 
Archivist of Knowledge (Notes) Dale Fehringer 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

            Tadich Grill  

     Thursday April 15, 2010 

 

Tax Day Drinks with DUH PREZ 

On tax day 2010, DUH PREZ invited duh 
studs to his office before our meeting for 
a tour and drinks.  For the occasion, DUH 
PREZ had stocked his office with gin, 
vodka, and a bottle of Balvenie scotch.  
We were suitably impressed and relished 
the occasion, toasting the completion of 
our income tax returns and DUH PREZ’s 
recent promotion.  

Golf is a lot like taxes. You drive 
hard to get to the green and then 
wind up in the hole. 

Traveling in Style 

Duh Burd joined us in its new traveling 
case, which the PoV had specially built.  
Just as Duh Burd is not an ordinary 
mascot, this is not an ordinary traveling 
case, and the DHSOS mascot now 

travels in a specially-designed wine box, 
custom-made to fit Duh Burd and 
including a handle for easy carrying.  
Inside the box, a wooden gavel keeps 
Duh Burd company. 

The gavel is not just any gavel; it was 
purchased by the mother of DUH PREZ 
at a garage sale in Michigan, and then 
gifted to DUH PREZ, who then re-gifted 
it at his New Year’s party as a white 
elephant gift, which ended up in the 
hands of the PoV, who then donated it to 
the DHSOS.   

 

  

Traveling in Style, Continued 

The PoV described his upcoming trip to 
Africa and reminded us of his interest in 

Duh Burd’s 
new traveling 
case. 

Duh Burd’s 
traveling 
companion 
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cheetahs.  He and Misty have always been 
cat lovers, and they feel that cheetahs are 
just large cats.  In addition to being large 
cats, cheetahs are the world’s fastest land 
animals (they can reach speeds of 70 mph), 
and they are also among the most 
endangered animals.  

Many years ago the PoV and Misty met Lori 
Marker (http://www.cheetah.org/?nd=home), 
who is a cheetah rescuer and specialist, 
and they have contributed to her cheetah 
conservation fund ever since.  This year 
they plan to visit her in Namibia, in southern 
Africa. 

In addition to visiting the cheetah sanctuary, 
the PoV and Misty will spend time in South 
Africa and Botswana.   

While we were on the subject of wild 
animals, the PoV related a story about The 
Elephant in the Living Room, a 
documentary about people who have wild 
animals as pets.  Here’s a link to the trailer: 

http://www.theelephantinthelivingroom.com/trailer.htm 

Tadich Grill 

 

Just when you think you’ve figured out what 
a restaurant has to do to stay afloat; a place 
like Tadich’s crosses all of your 
preconceptions.  They don’t take 
reservations, don’t have a website, don’t 
have a big-name chef, and don’t change 
their menu.  Yet they are packed all day, 
every day.  Go figure. 

 

“You won't find fancy California cuisine 
at Tadich’s. The novella-like menu 
features a slew of classic salads such 
as sliced tomato with Dungeness crab 
or prawn Louis, meats and fish from 
the charcoal broiler, and even 
casseroles. The seafood cioppino is a 
specialty, as is the baked casserole of 
stuffed turbot with crab and shrimp à 
la Newburg, and the petrale sole with 
butter sauce.” 

-- Frommers 

Tadich Grill is a family business that has 
been in continuous operation since 1849, 
during the California Gold Rush days. First 
begun as a coffee stand by three Croatian 
immigrants, Tadich today is one of San 
Francisco's landmark restaurants. The food 
at Tadich’s is straightforward and high 
quality (like the DHSOS).  

Call to Order 

Once we were comfortably settled into our 
private booth at Tadich’s DUH PREZ called 
the meeting to order, at 8:21 PM.    

State of Remodels 

Home remodels have been on the minds of 
DHSOS officers recently and all officers 
have completed, or are in the process of 
conducting updates to their homes.   

As a group, our experience has been that 
home remodels take longer, cost more, 
and create more anxiety than expected.  
As ListMan put it, “Nothing is as easy as it 
should be.” 

 The Czar completed remodels of two 
bathrooms, a feat that came about with 
much agony and grief from his (female) 
roommates.   

 DUH PREZ recently re-worked his 
floors, lighting, and paint, with minimal 
disruption and anguish (or so he says). 

Tadich’s Grill,  
as seen from 
California Street 
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 The PoV is nearing completion of a 
kitchen remodel, which has involved 
broken granite, broken promises, and 
broken hearts.   

 Notes is in the process of remodeling 
his pantry, which is far behind schedule 
and has caused much disruption and 
despair.   

 ListMan has completed one bathroom 
remodel and is in the midst of another – 
and he has also suffered frustration and 
contractor-itis.   

All officers agreed that the world would be a 
better place if all remodeling contractors 
were summarily shot. 

 

Giants New Uniforms 

  

 

2010? 

The Giant’s uniforms have changed 
significantly over the years, migrating from 
ordinary, to awful, and back to ordinary.  
This year, team CEO Bill Newcomb 
introduced retro orange striped socks.  

DHSOS officers enjoy tradition as much as 
the next guy, but we have a question:  how 
many Giants players will wear the new 
socks?  Only a couple of Giants players 
wear high-cuffed pants, and one of those 
(Matt Cain) doesn’t wear the new striped 
socks.   

Miss K Picks a College 

It’s official:  Miss K, beloved daughter of 
the DHSOS, has decided to attend 
Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota.  
She will start school this September, and 
then will be home around Thanksgiving for 
the holidays. 

Founded in 1866, Carleton College is a 
small, private liberal arts college in the 
historic river town of Northfield, Minnesota. 
Best known for its academic excellence 
and warm, welcoming campus community, 
Carleton offers 37 majors and 15 
concentrations in the arts, humanities, 
natural sciences, and social sciences. 

“One thing that almost all of Carleton has 
in common is a sense of humor--a lot of 
the campus traditions and events that 
everyone participates in involve laughing, 
making fun of ourselves and others (not 
in a mean way though), and not taking 
life too seriously.” —Hannah Ebner '09 

  1958          1978                2000 



 4

  

Carleton at a Glance 
 
 Location: Northfield, Minnesota, 

population 17,000 

 Nearest cities: Minneapolis and St. Paul 

 Enrollment: 1,986 students from 49 
states and 45 countries 

 Demographics: 47% men, 53% women; 
90% live on campus 

 Calendar: Trimester (Three ten-week 
terms) 

 Areas of Study: 37 majors, 15 
concentrations 

 Degree awarded: Bachelor of Arts 

 Student/faculty ratio: 9:1 

 Average class size: 18 

 Campus: 1,040 acres including an 880-
acre arboretum 

The question on DHSOS officers concerned 
Carleton’s athletics.  The answer – they field 
teams in all major sports and are a Division 
III school (the Minnesota Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (MIAC).  However, in 
ultimate Frisbee the men’s team (the GOP – 
God’s of Plastic) plays Division I schools 
and are the champs. 

Being a pretty serious foodie, Miss K has 
this to look forward to at Carleton: 

Dining is an integral part of 
residential life at Carleton and most 
students eat most of their meals on 
campus.  

Each of the residence halls has at 
least one kitchenette where snacks 
can be prepared, and vending 
machines offer snacks, candy, and 
soft drinks. 

For a little variety, students can 
take a short walk or bike ride into 
town to sample Northfield’s dining 
options, which include Indian, 
Mexican, Chinese, hot dogs, pizza, 
and plenty of midwestern comfort 
food. 

Because of her impending change in 
locale, Miss K will be accepting gifts of 
cold-weather gear and good food. 

The Czar at the Bohemian Club 

The Czar and his wife were recently invited 
to attend dinner and play at the Bohemian 
Club, a prominent private men's club in 
San Francisco. 

The “clubhouse” at 624 Taylor Street was 
founded in 1872, and it began as a regular 
meeting of journalists, artists and 
musicians.  It now accepts businessmen 
and entrepreneurs as permanent 
members, and offers temporary 
membership to university presidents and 
military commanders in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 

In the Czar’s opinion, the open bar was 
terrific, the seafood dinner excellent, and 
the play (The Maltese Falcon) was 
appropriate and well-done.   

Annoying Phrases 

A survey of DHSOS officers revealed they 
are annoyed by a few trendy phrases:   

 DUH PREZ is bothered by the phrase 
“no problem,” especially when used 
instead of “you’re welcome.”   

 ListMan dislikes overuse of the word 
“awesome.”  
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 The Czar feels the same about 
“absolutely” and “great” (when used to 
describe sports plays).   

 Notes dislikes constant use of the word 
“like” and “actually.”  

? The PoV isn’t annoyed (yet) but is a little 
bemused by misuse of the term 
“smoked.”  He has a high school friend 
who just started using “smoked” to (as in 
“I smoked it”) to mean didn’t do well. 

“I mean, like, that was awesome, 
Dude, but, actually, like, I absolutely 
smoked it.”    

It turns out the DHSOS is in good company, 
and there are numerous lists of annoying or 
irritating words and phrases on the Internet.  
Here’s one from Oxford: 

1 - At the end of the day 
2 - Fairly unique 
3 - I personally 
4 - At this moment in time 
5 - With all due respect 
6 - Absolutely 
7 - It’s a nightmare 
8 - Shouldn’t of 
9 - 24/7 
10 - It’s not rocket science 
 
Source:  Oxford University Researchers 
 

Getting to Know Your Fellow Stud:  
Manly Chores  

ListMan has introduced a new section to our 
meetings which he calls “Getting to Know 
Your Fellow Stud.”  These introspective 
interludes are intended to provide insights 
into the habits and characteristics of 
DHSOS officers.   

 

 

 

This meeting’s subject was “manly chores: 
how many still do them yourselves?”    

Wash your own car? 

DUH PREZ ½ the time  
  
Czar  Never 
PoV  Never 
ListMan ½ the time 
Notes  Never 

Do your own yard work? 

DUH PREZ Yes, but also has gardener 
Czar  Yes, but also has gardener 
PoV  Yes, but also has gardener 
ListMan Yes, but also has gardener 
Notes  Yes 

Wash your own windows? 

DUH PREZ Wife does them  
Czar  Yes  
PoV  Yes 
ListMan Yes  
Notes  House cleaner does them 

Adjournment 

It had been a good night with an 
appropriate mix of fine food, good drink, 
and noble friends.   

We paid the check, issued hearty 
handshakes all around, and walked out 
into the foggy night air.   

That’s it for now, man. 

 

 


