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Re-visiting a Classic

We had been here before. The artwork
looked familiar, so did the bar, and the Czar
pointed to a booth in the back and said he
thought we sat there last time. Others
thought the bottles of catsup, mustard, and
steak sauce that lined the walls looked
familiar.

Checking the history, we had previously
been to Izzy’s, on Thursday, January 12,
2006. We were younger then, but not as
wise, and it was good to still be together
and back at |zzy’s for another meeting. The
holidays were over, the rains were settling
in, and it was time for another excellent
evening together.

Izzy’s is owned by Sam Duvall, who calls
himself a “great fan of San Francisco
history”, and said he brought Izzy’s back to
preserve a piece of that lore. He also says

he “likes people,” and enjoys chatting with
them at the restaurant. He follows a piece
of advice his father told him: “If you give
people too much food, they’ll complain
about it ...but they’ll come back.”

This eatery was the first of the “modern”
Izzy’s, opening on lzzy Gomez’s birthday in
February, 1987. Photos of Izzy and other
San Francisco memorabilia hang from the
walls, just above the rows of catsup,
mustard, and steak sauce.

Izzy Gomez was a legendary San Francisco
saloon keeper, and his namesake eatery
carries on the tradition. This old-fashioned,
clamorous spot has terrific steaks, especially
dry-aged sirloins, chops, and seafood, plus all
the trimmings, from cheesy scalloped potatoes
to creamed spinach.

-- Fodor’s

Martinis at the Bar

This is a joint where you can get a decent
martini from a dude with a white shirt and
black vest. (Recommendation from the
Czar: don’t use the “well” gin.) The bar
dude will talk if you want him to, or he'll
keep quiet. It's that kind of place. We
sipped martinis, talked about the holidays,
vented about the host of recently-
completed football bowl games, and
toasted the Czar, whose USC Trojans
were the only team the DHSOS supports
that won a bowl game.



Call to Order

After we had a snootful at the bar we were
escorted to a round table in the center of the
dining room, deftly secured by the PoV. It
was dreary outside, but warm and welcoming
inside, and DUH PREZ called the meeting to
order at 7:14 PM with a rap by his knife on his
water glass. The first topic of conversation
was a manly one: cars.

Car Swapping

Some DHSOS officers are into cars. It's
something the rest of us tolerate, like you
might endure a bug bite. So we listened and
laughed as DUH PREZ and the PoV
discussed a proposed car swap -- the PoV will
trade his Porsche to DUH PREZ, who will
trade his Porsche to his son, who will either
sell his BMW or trade it to the PoV's wife.
There was other car talk, too, about a new
SUV for ListMan, a newer SUV for DUH Prez,
and an upcoming 200,000 mile car-marker for
the Czar.

Meanwhile, we ordered steaks and chops,
with scalloped potatoes, carrots, and creamed
spinach.

Origin of the DHSOS

Someone suggested we should document the
origin of the DHSOS for historic purposes, so
this is an attempt to do so. At this point, none
of us is sure exactly when we started, but a
reasonable guess is around 2001 -- or so.
The first set of minutes was written February,
2004 from the Balboa Café.

In those days, our wives got together regularly
to celebrate each other’s birthdays, and we
were feeling left out. Someone suggested we
should get together ourselves, which we did,

and we’ve been meeting regularly the past
sixteen years -- or so.

Officially, the DHSOS is a San Francisco-
based literary society, dedicated to
camaraderie, good food and strong drink,
and influenced by the life and contributions
of Dashiell Hammett. Unofficially, we are
much more than that; we just haven't figured
out what.

The idea for creating the DHSOS was solely
that of DUH PREZ, and it occurred during
the annual Christmas Party at the home of
the Czar and his wife in December 1997.
DUH PREZ had given copies of Hammett's 5
novels as gifts, and he suggested the
formation of the DHSOS. DHSOS met for its
first evening of drinks and dinner at John'’s
Grill some time in 1998. Since that time,
DUH PREZ has done very, very little. He
does, with about 50% probability, remember
to bring DUH BIRD to DHSOS events.

Izzy’s is a dump.
-- Herb Caen

Miss K Updated

The DHSOS has three offspring, of which we
are proud, including Miss K, the gracious
product of the Czar and Mrs. Czar. A
fatherly update indicated that she continues
to take after her mother, is seeking to
advance her career by looking at other
employment opportunities, and continues to
be a source of pride for her parents.

Noir City

< ok A Some officers
//”()II’- @I’l /i are ardent fans
' = e of the annual

8 7 Noir City, an
extravaganza of
Film Noir that
takes place each
January at the
Castro Theater.
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Others wanted to know WTF it’s all about.

Here’s a quick summary from the website:

The 2017 incarnation of the world's most
popular film noir festival, returning to the
legendary Castro Theatre January 20—-29, will
present 24 exceptional films ranging from the
mid-20th century to today and culled from all
parts of the globe. "The Big Knockover" is a
veritable history of the heist film, from black-
and-white Hollywood classics such as Criss
Cross (1949) and The Asphalt Jungle (1950)
to stunning contemporary thrillers like El Aura
(2005) and Victoria (2015). Noir City’s lineup
explores, in fiims both suspenseful and
comedic, the desperate lengths to which
people will go to beat the system and hit the
big time.

There are two ways to attend:

1. Secure your spot at NOIR CITY with an
all-access NOIR CITY PASSPORT. It
grants the bearer entry to all 24 films in
this year's program at a discount of $24.
Because the separate passport holders'
gueue allows early admittance to the
theatre, you'll be able to grab a prime seat
at all the shows—even on opening night.

And if that's not enough, there's also the
opening-night reception at the Castro,
exclusively for passport holders. All this
for the incredible price of $120. Best of all,
proceeds from the festival help fund the
FNF's preservation efforts year-round.
This is your chance to have a smashing
time AND preserve a valuable art form.

2. Buy a ticket prior to the showing of the
film or films you want to see. Individual
tickets cost $12. Come early, stand in
line, and ask someone who bought a
PASSPORT to save a seat for you.

Baseball Road Trip

The DHSOS has a tradition of travelling to
see baseball games and explore new cities,
and we discussed our trip for 2017. We
examined potential cities and dates; including

St. Louis in May, Denver in June, and San
Diego or Chicago in July. Following the
meeting, ListMan rounded up available dates
from the group and we settled on June 16-18
(Friday — Sunday) in Denver.

Cabo

The DHSOS and their spousal units will
vacation in Cabo, Mexico February 4-11.
Most of the plans for the trip have been
completed; including airfare, rental cars, and
rental house. We are all reserved on the
same outbound flight on February 4 and the
same return flight on February 11. We will
stay in Casa Los Amigos, near Cabo San
Jose. The PoV is double-checking rental car
information, and Notes is working with a
concierge service to obtain directions to the
house, reserve a chef, and find out if
advanced reservations are needed for extra-
curricular activities.

Passwords

The Czar was asked to repeat his advice
about using browser extensions to help
remember and protect passwords. He did,
and it was an excellent explanation. He
mentioned several browser extensions;
including RoboForm, Last Pass, AgileBits,
and Manage Engine. From RoboForm,
here is how it works:

1. Install RoboForm

Take the plunge and download RoboForm.
There is nothing to lose- it's free and you'll
be able to see what all the excitement is
about. There's no credit card required and
no strings attached.

2. Choose Your Master Password

Your Master Password is the one
password you'll need to remember. This
password will encrypt and secure all of
your RoboForm data. We don't store your
Master Password anywhere, so make sure
you don’t forget it!

3. Remember Your Passwords

There's no start-up time with RoboForm-
just surf the web as you normally would.
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http://www.castrotheatre.com/

When you login to a website, RoboForm
automatically offers to save your Login
information. It’s that simple!

Time Outs and Replays

Some of us recently watched college football
bowl games, and there was dismay at how
slow the games move with commercial
breaks, timeouts, and replays.

According to “the Google”, College football
games are long (3:25) and getting longer —
eight minutes longer on average than four
years ago. (Oklahoma State games this
season, for instance, averaged 4:13,
according to NCAA stats.)

Does this bother people? Hell, yes it does —
especially sports writers who suffer through
scores of them, often in nasty weather.

Here are two gripes from regional sports
writers.  First, from Brad Molinaro, of the
Hampton Roads Virginian-Pilot:

“The replays are excruciating. After just one
week, I've had enough of college booth
officials searching for ‘indisputable evidence’
after halting games for a ‘further review’ that
almost always confirms the on-field call. Are
the games really better for all this?”

And from Brad Dickson of the Omaha World-
Herald:

“The NBA D-League is experimenting with a
75-second time limit on instant replay reviews.
There’s something similar in college football,
where reviews are now limited to 27z days.”

Signaling in Plays
" I m There are a variety of

hand signals now used to
signal plays to players on
the football field. They
{ include head coaches or
offensive coordinators,
sets of signals delivered
by players -- which might
simply be decoys -- and

the most common trend -- holding up
placards that display four pictures — which
can represent a formation, snap count, or a
category of play.

Are the boards always meaningful?

According to Joe Rossi, head coach at South
Fayette, calling plays from the sidelines is a
constant game of cat and mouse that is
always getting more complex.

“There are times we've gone and used the
boards and it may have meant something,”
Rossi said. “But there are times we used the
boards and they meant nothing. There were
even a few times we just used them 50
percent of the time.”

Life is like a long road — take it easy.
When you come to a pool on that long
road, don’t muddy it; it may be you’ll pass
that way again and you'll be thirsty.

-- lzzy Gomez

Highlights from 2016

ListMan asked each of us to provide our
three personal highlights from 2016. It was
an interesting list:

DUH PREZ

1. Drakesbad -- a full week this year!
2. Seeing family and friends at

Matabanic
3. Train ride from Chicago to San
Francisco
PoV
1. Driving experience at Sonoma
Raceway

2. Mayview basketball team reunion
and honor banquet

3. Jack Daniels BBQ Championship in
Tennessee

1. Vacation in France/Spain/Italy

2. Miss K’s success

3. Good year at work (“You're here as
long as you want to be!”)



ListMan

1. Hole-in-one -- which he actually saw -
- and a good round at Poppy Hill

2. Trip to Charleston, Savannah. and
Smoky Mountains

3. Driving Trip to Mesa Verde, etc.

1. Tripto Cuba

2. Trip to Charleston, Savannah, and
Amelia Island

3. Trip to Finland and Baltic States

Blast from the DHSOS Past
(from DHSOS minutes January 12, 2006).

Whining and Dining at Izzy’s

The January dinner and business meeting
of the Dashiell Hammett Society of Studs
was held on Thursday, January 12, at Izzy’s
Steak & Chop House in San Francisco’s
trendy and fashionable Marina District. Al
Studs were present for this evening of
bountiful drinks, manly food, and stimulating
conversation.

Our Kind of Place

Izzy’s wasn’t around when Dashiell was
alive, but we’re pretty sure he would have
gone there if it had been. It's a time-
honored neighborhood steakhouse with
wood floors, widescreen TVs, and self-
assured waiters; perfect for the DHSOS
who, as Ken put it, “drink like fish and eat
like lions.”

Izzy’s is known for its steaks, scalloped
potatoes, and creamed spinach (a cardiac
perfect storm) and along with your steak
they present a gigantic knife that would
impress Crocodile Dundee.

Our wives would never set foot in Izzy’s. It
isn’t big on “atmosphere,” the menu is
straight-forward (none of this “served with a
medley of organic Sonoma greens with
champagne vinaigrette” crap), and they
would probably be grossed out by the row of
condiments that line the dining room walls.

Izzy’s is in the Marina District, a happening
part of town teeming with young, attractive
women. There were enough at /zzy’s that
night to provide all the atmosphere we
needed.

Adjournment

It had been a special evening with an
appropriate mix of manly food, stimulating
conversation, and noble friends.

We paid our check, said our last good-
byes, issued hearty handshakes all
around, and walked off into the cool and
rainy San Francisco night.

That’s it for now, man.
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